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UNH Business School Receives Highest
National Ranking Ever
Thursday, December 13, 2018
DURHAM, N.H.—The University of New Hampshire Peter T. Paul College of Business and Economics
(https://paulcollege.unh.edu/) has been ranked as one of the nation’s best undergraduate business
schools by Poets&Quants for Undergrads.
Paul College placed 58th nationally in Poets&Quants 2018 Best Undergraduate Business Schools
(https://poetsandquantsforundergrads.com/2018/12/12/best-undergraduate-business-schools-
2018/), moving up 11 spots from last year. As a subset of the ranking, Paul College
(https://poetsandquantsforundergrads.com/school-profile/university-new-hampshire-peter-t-paul-
college-business-economics/) placed 35  for alumni satisfaction and 48  for career outcomes.
Poets&Quants is the leading online publication for undergraduate business education news. With a
long history of ranking MBA programs, this is the third year it has ranked undergraduate business schools, and the second year Paul College has entered. It is
considered the most comprehensive assessment of undergraduate business schools.
“Achieving the highest national ranking to date for UNH’s business school is a proud moment for the entire Paul College community,” said Dean Deborah Merrill-
Sands. “In 2014 we sharpened our focus and strategy and set ambitious goals that included increasing our enrollments, improving the academic profile of our
students, enhancing student engagement, and strengthening student career outcomes and success. We made outstanding progress in these areas, all of which
weighed heavily in the Poets&Quants ranking.”
The Poets&Quants methodology for ranking schools, developed in collaboration with business school deans and administrators, puts equal emphasis on
admissions standards and career outcomes reported by the schools, as well as the college and business school experience based entirely on responses to an
extensive alumni survey.
In all three areas Paul College stands out and student interest in its programs has soared in the past five years. Undergraduate enrollment has increased by 21
percent since 2013 and the number of undergraduate degrees granted has increased by 60 percent. While numbers have risen, the academic quality of accepted
students also has increased, improving the selectivity rate from 71 to 65 percent.
Paul College has prioritized strengthening experiential, or applied, learning for its students. With this focus it has broadened opportunities for them to engage with
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Some of the student-centered programs launched in the past three years include the Paul Scholars Program (https://paulcollege.unh.edu/admissions/paul-
scholars), Rines Angel Fund (https://www.unhangels.com/), redesigned Honors Program (https://paulcollege.unh.edu/academics/undergraduate-advising/paul-
college-honors), Internship Opportunity Fund (https://paulcollege.unh.edu/career-professional-success/internships/internship-opportunity-fund), Leadership
Minor (https://paulcollege.unh.edu/business-administration/program/minor/leadership), Business in Practice Program (https://paulcollege.unh.edu/business-
administration/bip), and Rutman/Och Advancing Women’s Leadership Initiative (https://paulcollege.unh.edu/admissions/rutman-leadership-fellows).
The job placement rate for Paul College graduates seeking employment has averaged 94 percent within six months of graduation, with total compensation
packages averaging $55,009 and students landing jobs with top employers like Fidelity Investments, Liberty Mutual, EY, PwC, Wayfair, Four Seasons Hotels and
Resorts and Direct Capital.
“We are creating a professional business program capable of competing on a national level,” said Neil Niman, associate dean of academic programs. “We believe
that our new Business in Practice program is the future of business education. It is taking engaged and experiential learning to the next level by inviting corporate
partners to participate in the development and delivery of courses designed to enhance our core business curriculum. It will provide our students with those skills,
tools and experiences that are highly sought a er by employers, thereby enhancing their professional success and setting them apart from other business school
graduates.”
This recent ranking is the latest in a series of accolades for Paul College. In 2016, it was named one of the top 100 undergraduate business schools by Bloomberg
Businessweek, the last year the publication conducted the ranking. In 2018 both the online and part-time MBA programs were ranked among the top 100 nationally
and top-ranked in northern New England.
The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
receiving more than $100 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space. 
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